
February 13,2011

Chainnan JulillS Genachowski
Federal Communications Commission
445 11th Street. SW
Washington. DC 20554

Re: Federal-Slate .luint Buanl un Universal Sen/icc Lifeline :lnd Link Ull
ce Docket No. 96-45j we Oocket 03-109

Dear Chainnan Gcnachowski.

I am \\riling you to commend the efforts orthe Federal-St.ate Joint Board on Universal Service [lnd Lifeline and
Link Up. I believe thc Lifelinc program provides [In invallwble service to low-income constituents in my district
and across tbe country. As a conservative I'm glad the Board has decided to look for ways to minimi7c fraud.
waste and abuse in the program so that deserving and qualified f[llllilies \\ill still have access to this important
progrnm.

As aliI' nation slruggles 10 o\'ercome ulll'mploymenl and other economic challenges. the Lifeline program is
more invaluable than evi,;:r. Reports both academic and anecdotal have sho"vn that access 10 phone ser\'ice leads
to greater chances of employment. And my district. and our nation's. residents should be able to access these
sen-ices in the case of nn cml"rgcnc).

I ngree \\ith tbe 130ard's recommendations that the Commission put together a plan lor uniformity on areas that
would 31'1'1)' 10 ull Eligible Tekcommunications Carriers (ETCs) that would help eliminate waSle and abuse in
Ihis progralll. In doing so, hO\\l:ver. I want to make sure that low-incomt.: Slipport of Ihe fund remains strong.
This is such a beneficial prognull to lll) district's residents my concern is that it remain accessible and free to
those \\ho qualify.

As ~Oll may he 3ware. unemployment has gro\\ n in m) stute sinct.: 2008 and those eligible for SNAP assistance
has gro\\n. Inlhese challenging economic timL:s. programs such as Lifeline have a real 3nd tangible impacl on
the liVt.'s or my constilllL:nts and I would like thL: Commission to recognize this. as I believe they do. As this
recession begins to recede. the !lumbers of those eligible for Lifeline should also drop accordingly.
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J urge the Commission to adopt the recommendations fi'om tbe Federal-State Joint Board. as J would like to see
these programs be sustainable in tbe short and long-tenn. My only concern is that the Commission should not
adopt policies that cnp funding for low-income support or hinder competition in an already underscrvcd market.
For cxamplc. the FCC should not mandate (cven minimal) monthly subscriber fees for Lifeline users. which
would present nn undue administrative burden 011 both carriers and consumers. The best 3pproach to curtailing
fraud and abuse is establishment of an eligibility database.

Thank you ror your service to my constituents and this country. I look rorward to seeing your proposed changes
to strengthen these vital programs.

Respectfully.

<'1m' h .. "'------
Jim N an,~tal~ator
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District Office:
14031 . Dale Mabr) Hwy.
Tampa. FI. 33618

(813) 265-6260 - Voice
(813) 265-6263 - Fax
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Capitol Address:
214 Senate Office Building
404 South Monroe S1.
Tallahassee. FI. 32399-1100
(850) 487-5068 - Voice
(850) 487-5447 - Fax


